Talking Points: Negative Impacts of U.S.-Colombia FTA
Adapted from the Latin America Working Group

Colombia competes with the Sudan for the ranking of the world’s largest population of internally displaced population. An estimated 5.2 million people have been forced to leave their homes. In 2010, an estimated 280,000 persons became newly displaced. The FTA will expand investment in large-scale mining, palm oil and other extractive industries in areas where illegal armed groups still dominate.  These companies use the “security services” of paramilitary groups to threaten, displace and kill community members in order to take over their lands.  There are no new safeguards in place to ensure expanded investment in these industries will not result in expanded violence.

IMPACT ON COLOMBIAN FARMERS
· The FTA would have an unequal impact. While some larger, export-oriented operations might benefit, it would harm the Colombians already most brutally affected by decades of war:  poor farmers in conflict zones, Afro-Colombian and indigenous communities, and internally-displaced families seeking to return to their lands.
· The U.S.-Colombia FTA would force Colombian agricultural products to compete without any protection against U.S. subsidized commodities.  As a result, according to research conducted by respected Colombian economists, Colombia’s 1.8 million small farmers would see their net agricultural income fall by over 16 percent on average. (Info from: http://www.oxfamamerica.org/files/colombia-fta-impact-on-small-farmers-final-english.pdf) 
· Nearly 400,000 small farmers would lose between 48 and 70 percent of their income, when the majority of them now earn less than the minimum wage. (Info from same link above)  
IMPACT ON ILLEGAL DRUGS
· The FTA will undermine alternative development programs in Colombia, funded by U.S. taxpayer dollars, aimed at helping small farmers to abandon coca, the raw material for cocaine, and switch to food crops.  Many of these food crops are the very ones that will be compromised by the FTA.
· If 400,000 small farmers, who on average have less than five years of formal education, lose their livelihoods, they will have little option but to take up coca cultivation, join illegal armed groups to survive, or migrate to urban areas to join some 5.2 million Colombians that have been forcibly displaced from the countryside over the last 12 years, the great majority of whom live in absolute poverty.
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
· “The action plan does little to address the underlying conditions that lead to violence in Colombia, including conflicts over mineral wealth, natural resources and biodiversity. Workers rights, human rights and environmental rights are inextricably linked in industries ranging from mining to palm oil to flowers in Colombia. The rapid expansion of Colombia's palm oil production is causing both environmental harm and human rights abuses. Clearing land for palm oil plantations results in large scale deforestation and an increase in carbon pollution as well as violence towards and displacement of indigenous people.” – Sierra Club statement April 2011
IMPACT ON HUMAN RIGHTS
· The last six months have seen an increase in attacks and threats against community leaders and human rights defenders. The Action Plan fails to address steps to dismantle the paramilitaries and successor armed groups that are the source of so much of the brutal violence against labor, human rights, Afro-Colombian and indigenous activists
· The Colombian government has criminalized the defense of human rights. In 2009 it was revealed that the President’s personal intelligence service, the Department of Administrative Security (DAS), had been illegally wiretapping human rights defenders, journalists, Supreme Court justices, and union leaders, and using that information to impede their work. The DAS provided paramilitaries a hit list of 23 trade unionists and human rights defenders in 2006, but most of those implicated have yet to be brought to justice. To date, the director of the DAS has still not been changed despite having supervised these illegal operations. 

IMPACT ON INDIGENOUS AND AFRO-COLOMBIAN COMMUNITIES
·  “Precisely many communities that will be affected by investments tied to the Free Trade Agreement were not even informed of the content of this agreement. This reality is worrisome given the historic tendency exhibited in Afro-Colombian territories whereby large scale development projects tied to foreign capital correlate with zones of the country that have experienced forced displacement” — National Organization of Displaced Afro-Colombians (AFRODES and AFRODES USA)
· “In our country, this Free Trade Agreement translates into a series of risks and threats for small agricultural producers and manufacturers, small industries, and the most vulnerable populations. In indigenous communities for example, food security and relationships with ancestral territories will be seriously compromised.”  -- National Indigenous Organization of Colombia (ONIC)
IMPACT ON LABOR
· Colombia remains the most dangerous place in the world to be a trade unionist.  51 trade unionists were killed in Colombia in 2010 alone.  As AFL-CIO put it, “If 51 CEOs had been murdered in Colombia last year, this deal would be on a very slow track indeed.”

· According to Colombia's National Labor School:
· 51 unionists were assassinated in 2010.
· 47 union members were killed in Colombia in 2009.
· 338 unionists received death threats, 35 were forcibly displaced, 16 were harassed, 34 were arbitrarily detained, and 7 disappeared in 2010.
· 21 unionists survived attempts on their lives in 2010.
· 2850+ union members have been murdered since 1986.
· 1 every 3.2 days: the rate Colombian unionists were killed on average over the last 24 years.

· While the Labor Action Plan commits the Colombian government to take steps to protect trade unionists, prosecute cases, and reform some labor laws, it rewards promises rather than concrete results.  The same number of trade unionists could be killed in Colombia in 2012, and the FTA would remain in place forever.  There is no guarantee that the terms will in fact lead to a reduction in violence, and there is no way to delay implementation if the violence and impunity continue.

IMPACT ON U.S. Economy
·  “The Colombia FTA was written before the recession & Wall Street crisis, so it contains many provisions that restrict the ability of the government to regulate the financial sector. The pact commits its signatory countries to refrain from limiting the size of financial institutions, banning toxic derivatives, or controlling destabilizing capital flights and floods. This interference with re-regulation of the financial sector could leave the United States vulnerable to yet another financial crisis caused by risky Wall Street gambling.” – Public Citizen

LESSONS FROM PAST TRADE AGREEMENTS
· “Guatemala’s history is instructive. Murders of trade unionists dropped during CAFTA negotiations, averaging one every two years. Once CAFTA was implemented, the guns came back out. While there were no murders of trade unionists in 2006, the year that Guatemala ratified CAFTA, in 2009 there were 16, making Guatemala the second most dangerous country in the world to be a trade unionist.” – USLEAP
· The 1994 North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) required the U.S., Canada, and Mexico to adopt numerous policies giving corporations new rights that were used to export good jobs, increase drug prices, attack food safety and environmental laws, and squeeze farmers and consumers alike. Seventeen years later, we’re living the damage caused under the NAFTA model: wages stagnating as prices rise, 5.2 million U.S. manufacturing jobs killed, and a $776 billion trade deficit that threatens global economic stability. Mexico also lost factory jobs, as corporations traded Mexico’s $1/hour wages for China’s $0.40/hour wages. Some 1.3 million Mexican campesinos lost their livelihoods, and desperate migration to the United States has increased. (From Citizens' Trade Campaign fact sheet)
1

