
Bible Study on the Beatitudes led by Margaret Aymer - in a style learned from the church in South Africa - PPF Convocation 2012

(Note that the material Margaret has used is available on-line to facilitate your own studies)

Scripture is something we see the world through!

Makarios - blessing vs. Honor

A blessing implies a gift

Blessing someone can be condescending - comes from a more powerful position

God bless you - means you’re not going to do anything

Makarios involves human action

power to bless seems like clergy power or privilege

flip-ask clergy to pray or honor power of the broken person to heal us

Would I rather be blessed or honored?

Blessed - receiving a spiritual gift

honored - valued in a community

being honored elevates

Jesus uses the people’s language - making honoring a blessing

Affirming

Honored are the alienated

beatitues: process of deconstructing the authorities

recondsturcting a new world

ehtos of “go for it”

Redistribution of value

Re-Direction of desire/want

What does the context (passage location between Jesus’ ministry to the poor and downtrodden before and “you are the salt of the world” mean about how we understand the Beatitudes?

Crowd was afflicted/suffering

Looking for help (probably physical)

Were some disappointed?

Jesus had “street cred”

Making crowd receptive to message which might have been discounted as crazy

encouraged to spread the word

Beatitudes as foundation for New City/Empire

Jesus work is bigger than just healing

That crowd was “Salt of the earth”

Nurturing and strengthening community

Jesus - Hey Moses

un-plaguing the people

unleashing healings

10 commandments to the 10 beatitudes

Jesus - a la pasoleni, preembptive demand on them to do something for God

He has been out there - their turn

forcuing back to covenant - they need to DO

show they are worth their salt

Pastoral care before the sermon

Out among them

After + “you are honored” (light/salt), you can make a difference

Subversive speach

3rd person to second person plural

Before: 

Proclaiming and enacting the new reality of God’s Kingdom. It is now, here

Did this not only in the Jewish heartland, but in Greek and Gentile areas

Jesus acted first - then taught, then sent them out to do the same

You are now inspired - you are the light - go share it with others

Sharing the light = being a peacemaker

How does the fact sheet about the economic realities change your view of the text?

similarity to Colombia and US of today

99 % Occupy movement would have been crucified

Political and Economic systems surpressed populations

The system allows only a few to be honored happy, blessed, etc. . . 

Regressive taxes (and very heavy)

Jerusaleem = state tax

Rome = Federal Tax

What did Jesus Know?

The 2 % would have not been supporters Of Jesus message

Jesus recognized and acted against injstice

Lifts up the forgotten

with so little going for you, jesus would have a greater impact on you. 

Ruling romans, in their comfort, had no identity with the 98%

Avoid Pity - it is a weakness

Bad guys will get it - just rewards - in the end for their wickedness

Jesus showed contrast between the people’s faith and the oppressors musings

Jesus was reminding Jews what they already knew based upon the propoets and Psalms

The vast majority hearing his words would have assumed that Jesus was speaking directly to them

The whole passage parallels the work of the latter prophets

Future tense becomes even harder to live with (what do we want? Justice! When do we want it? Now!

Jesus is speaking to the majority/98%

Helps understand why Luke doesn’t spiritualize beatitudes

There must have been a military process to extract taxes

connecting mourning for high mortality and high taxes w/ Daoud’s “crying” as a response to the occupation.

Makes inheritance seem more important

Recognizing marginalized and giving them hope

Guidelines to live by

God’s welcome to those note everyone welcomes

Upending the world’s system

How does the fact sheet about core values of the time (Roman vs. Other) change your view of the text?

Empathy- feeling of God - Big feelings

not about order, restraint/constraint

regaining the self/community - behavior modification

refusing dissociation - un numbing

Mournig is an emotional sabbatsh

Calvin uses Senecia for accetism

On peace

J/C calues and Beatitudes greatly contrast Roman values

Pax Romana: uphold the status quo

J/C tradition upholds the opposite of the status quo

Roman/stoics - accpet your lot in life, and be quiet about it vs. beatitudes

Roman - Mourning as weakness vs. Jewish/Christian - mourning is appropriate

Ps 37 - Wicked oppression is self destructive, obvious parallels to Beatitudes -= The meek shall inherit.

Pity is a mental fault vs. Mercy as a high value in Jewish/Christian - Cheses - so tie to Ghreatly honored are those who are full of Chesed

Peace - shose peace?

Absent of war and revolt - imposed vs. shalom

counter-bultural values

unexpected gifts of God

Reverse values from society

de-stigmatizing 

discovering the real important values

seeing others differently

Mourning as part of resistance

Meek need to resist by mourning

Beatitudes repeating psalm

Psalm speaks of inheriting land vs. earth

Is mercy “core value” or mental fault

Shalom is a wholeness of life vs. pax being quiet

Shalom means peacemaking

Romans would hear the Beatitudes as irrational

Jesus presenting counter-cultural idea of mercy (from Hebrew Bible - eleos -- chesed (reminding them of their tradition)

Rome - Don’t show emotions

Pretense that everything is fine

Mourning is subversive

How much of the Roman Vs. Jewish values had the crowd “absorbed”

How does Margaret’s interpretation of the text change your understanding of the text?

I’ve told you the good news, and shown it

Rediscover yourselves (if you don’t, you’re gone)

Disciples - if you’re gonna help me - find the salt in yourselves

2nd reading - all discipoles encourage everybody else - get it together

I gave you hope - told you it was gonna cost you. then I told you - you can do it.Q

Not about power - God’s priorities

challenging authority

affirming authority

greatly honored (marginalized, oppressed, accompanied, at risk

inheritance

Desribes not a lable or category of people, but people ac tively in the situation

timeless - past present future

empire of heaven, not earth

empire of heaven = reign of God, here and now

Jesus raises questions for us

We now as a community can honor these folks

we gave the peaceseekr award to prisoners of conscience 

we honored those the government put in prison

 a call to honor others

honorable means they thought to be honored

“empire” of heaven?

Jesus critiquing Roman Empire i.e. “empire”, not “pax”

being humbled vs. being humble

“ya’l” -- familial, plural vs. singular?, regional

Empire raised hackles 

(Empire - new power structure)

What will be the new power structure?

Pax- based on power

Shalom - much broader meaning

(sons) of God (note from Rick - learned later that sons of God is correct - directly telling them that they, like the emperor, or the sons of God)

They will see God (and die?)

Honored

Happy is definitely not the right translation

“blessed” - often sounds as if it is an earned reward.

Honored by God - thus to be honored by us - a foretaste of the peacable kingdom

Empire, famished parched, destitute 

Good language (except sons vs. children)

ya’ll makes and important plural distinction

Shalom and Chesed are great words, but they’re hebrew - equivalent to the greek?

Shalom is human wholness vs. peace as “no war/conflict”

Of them is the empire

Honorable more of a societal value - it should be a societal value

God honors you - we should

counter-cultural

“I honor you” (Jesus)

Critique is heard by some in the crowd

revelation/apocalypse - bring as much fear as hope

promise is that its not a product of a specific God action - not pie-in-the-sky

Empathy- feeling of God - Big feelings

not about order, restraint/constraint

regaining the self/community - behavior modification

refusing dissociation - un numbing

Mournig is an emotional sabbatsh

Calvin uses Senecia for accetism

Brainstorm about the implications of all we’ve talked about

How do we deconstruct the power of empire

Deal with internal and external concerns that keep us complacent - need for self analysis

Take chances and not be weak

envision world upside down

mourn the loss of internal privilege and use that to move on

turn PC(USA) into the PPF 

Want peace, work for justice (what if we were Presby Justice fellowship)

deal with all injustice around us

Focus on our own internal justice issues

Help support local development of local communal, mourning ppf accomp project

embrace messiness of shalom

practice double speak - understandable to people different from us

Heal the sick 

Embrace our location in both 98 and 2 percent - be honest

address other violent elements i.e. taxes

intentionally live in vulnerable relationship w one another

embrace messiness of shalom - embodied - not theoretical

Help PPF support affirm cultural identity

Time - looking back and looking forward

work ppf does is difficult - where are our lamentations

Framing our message is important

pastoral care as peacemaking act

should we be looking closer to home

how do we fit into this text?

who are in relation to Jesus’ challenge

recognizing need to prioritize

take risks and learn from disappointments

when we speak up for marginalized, we are not marginalized, but when we join them, we run risk of being marginalized

Do something

Jesus at center of occupation - speaking to us

Christ’s continuing apostles

mourn publicly what empire is doing

remind all people what they already know (rediscovering ourselves)

Jesus as original community organizer

honor the 1 % - stand up for Bradley Manning

there is hope

be ready to be persecuted

justice prevails in the end - 2 peter 3:8

recognize God’s timing - be faithful in interim

oppose all violence

recognize hidden violence

be an example

there is hope

b e nonviolent peacemakers

be ready to be persecuted

expose all violence (like employment patterns)

guides our individual lives as well

Join together and work among 98 percent, but don’t ignore the 2 percent

How does PPF view shalom as community building

how do we recognize contextual witness as mourning

what are the values operating in us?

Pick one thing from each list and make a list of actions to accomplish it

the challenge ofwitnessing to and loving the privileged

Does this include us?

1. bring someone with us to the next convocation
2. share stories in our local congregations of those without privilege 
3. bring a displaced colombian to every pcusa church for a month
4. do peace church discnerment process with PW, men’s groups in all of our churches
5. all ppfers should attend a local Presbyterian church
Oppose all violence

Examine our personal participation in violence (like the movies we watch)

recognizing injustice as a form of violence

support the occupy movement

educaiotn programs

PPF self -evaluation - Jessica’s idea

Closer to home

helping churches form relationship across geographic, class, boundaries

time for telling conference - around violence and responses to is (inter racial)

develop partnerships between churches that are different socio-economically

family peace camps - instead of vbs

Local communal accomp project

look into orgs already working in gun violence trainings

reach our to emily mcginny and rich pack - UCC training?

unlikely ally - lakeview presbyterian (doing symbolic recognition of gun violence)

what kind of anti-racism, cultural competence trainings do we need as we reach out

stakeholders analysis/asset map

Not just international conflict - injustice among and around us

look at violence and injustice in U.S.

Conferences and mini-conferences around country

devote a page in every briefly to domesticate injustice

Injustice relief fund (like disaster relief fund) - make t-shirts

reach out and work with migrant farmworkers and other low-wage folks

How to reconstruct ideaologies of privilege and empire

offer full or partial scholarships of ppf gatherings

diversity where we offer gatherings

isms - some division - some feel we’ve had good progress, some that we haven’t progressed enough - add an ism per year and continue other conversations 

creating base communities around issues that affect violence

Now choose one item from your list of the of actions - come up with five actions that will help you to make this happen (name the items one, two or three - 1 we can do it with no extra resources, 2 - we’ll need to add resources, 3- God will have to open up the heavens.

Oppose all violence

1. create a self examination form - individual and organizational
1. Giving up our privilege (maybe a 3 for the pcusa) 
2. Injustice assistance program - a “hot spot” response project
Vacation Peace Camp
1. First year - work within an existing VBS program - incorporating an afternoon devoted to peace studies
2. Develop a peace curriculum - working with a church already doing it
2. Offer a week long, ecumenical peace camp
Partnership/Coalition building

2. 1 on 1 meetings with pastors of lakeview, trinity ucc, first pres st sabina
1. survey what gun vioolence preventiona already exists 
1. Analyze methodolgies
2. Assess need - what is needed
2. gather stories of those affected
2. Screening new PDA documentary on violence
Do Peace Church discernment with people in PC(USA) with people who might not normally engage on peace

1. Pray and commit to keep praying
2. Recruit 100 people who are members of different churches to lead the process
3. Bring a respceted outsider spaker to get people to participate in each case (one hundred plane tickets
1. incorpoarate personal sharing of experienceines of violence
Have regional listening and educating conferences

1. choose locations with critical mass of ppf folks, identify local issues and conversation partners, choose inexpenseive afforbdable vanues in line with ppf values
3. bring toedays’ participantsleaders to all these maeeting this weekeend
bring people like jessica, mark, margaret etc.

1. Every ppf member becomes active in a local congregation - start a relationship/begin a dialog
1. find a way - through story sharing - to impart ppf values
2. Do some self-evaluation, assessments
2. help congregations to link up and share those values with one another 
2. Using new “local accompaniment” model - address common concerns and build awareness.
Scholarships and Funding for recruitment

1. Publicity - person to person, but also greater methods
1. Direct church fundraising
2. We need money for scholarships
2. PPF members speaking tour/bureau - educating more people about the fact that we exist
2. everyone bringing one new member - do active fundraising for this! There are a lot of younger people who would come if money were not the issue.
Final thoughts about the process - what do you see and reflect?

an expanded vision of our mission from peacemaking to justice, relating to everyone in their every day lives

“evangelism” - we need to become ppf evangelists for justice and peace!

the pcusa in places like the northwest would be seen very differently if it was known for this

Next church has to be green, a peace church, mixture of justice and peace broadening is a distinctive part of the denominational witness - the dance of special interests - you ARE the main body

Let’s not divide Peace and Justice - square in Rochester memorializing two young men who were killed - the community peace park - with what peace really means - keep them so closely associated that it cannot become one or the other 

They are synonymous - they must be seen together

So maybe we need to consider how we are billing ourselves - Maybe we are the the Presby Justice Fellowship - more resonance in terms of putting teeth to what we’re about.

There has been a loss of meaning about the word peace, and peacemaking - can even include unilateral military attacks on other countries. We must not lose the concept of nonviolence - it can’t be messed with as much. This has expanded my concept of violence and nonviolence

The beginning of this was the beatitudes - Jesus’ teachings and actions - let’s not lose Jesus in this process!

Through greek words - know justice, know peace!

