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	 So its one of those Sundays that preachers really don't 

enjoy.  It's a day when the country and our world seem to be 

exploding or imploding really. Every preacher I know who had 

their sermon ready has no doubt thrown out the old sermon 

and started from scratch.  It's one of those, what they call 

“Come to Jesus” moments.


	 They hymn that we just sang, “Jesus calls us o’er the 

tumult of our life’s wild restless sea,” seems to speak so 

eloquently of our call as Christians in today’s world.


	 So…North Korea…Venezuela…Charlottesville.  


	 I want to speak a bit about Charlottesville and what has 

happened there in the past 24 or so hours.  I know that none 

of you condone violence, at least I hope you don’t. And I 

know none of you are white supremacists, at least I hope 




you’re not.  For those of you who don’t know what’s been 

happening in the sleepy college town of Charlottesville, 

Virginia, home of Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello, let me 

briefly fill you in and then talk little  about why this is 

important to us as Christians. 


	 The town council in Charlottesville voted some time ago 

to remove a statue that pays tribute to Confederate leader 

Robert E Lee.  They saw this as a move of reconciliation and 

peace.  Some people, particularly white supremacists, saw it 

differently.  


	 So yesterday white supremacists marched on this 

peaceful college town to protest this. This included members 

of the Ku Klux Klan, alt-right, Neo-Nazis, and militias of 

various sorts. 




They marched shouting Nazi slogans from World War II and 

white power.  


	 Members of the clergy in that town organized a peaceful, 

nonviolent, counter march, and called for clergy and church 

people from all over the country to come and stand with 

them for peace and for justice. Actually, I was invited but 

decided I could not at this time go, although I was there in 

spirit and in heart.  I had many friends and colleagues who 

were there to pray and to march to call for peace. Famous 

people were there, like Cornel West and Brian McLaren, and 

not so famous people were there like my friends, Beth and 

Sahar.


	 Unfortunately the scene quickly turned violent as tear 

gas was thrown and a car plowed into the group of counter 

protestors, leaving one dead and many injured, including a 



friend of a friend who received a deep gash to her forehead 

and had to get stitches.  


	 So now you’re thinking, okay, this is terrible, but what 

does it have to do with me as a Christian.  


	 There is a quote that is attributed to Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

which says this: “Silence in the face of evil is itself evil. God 

will not hold us guiltless.  Not to speak is to speak. Not to act 

is to act.”  Bonhoeffer was a pastor speaking as a Christian in 

Nazi Germany, where he was ultimately killed for his work in 

the resistance movement against the Nazis.  


	 Our scripture from Romans tells us how we are to 

behave as Christians: Paul says,”Abhor evil, hold fast to what 

is good…do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 

good.” Easy to say, hard to do, right?  And yet as Christians 

we are called to work for the bringing in of the glorious 

kingdom of God.  And it doesn’t matter how young or how 



old you are, or what your health is like.  You can pick up a 

pen or tap away at a computer keyboard and, for example, 

write to your senators and congress person. They need to 

hear from you whether they agree with you or not.  Let your 

voice as a person of faith be heard.  I'm not talking politics 

here.  I'm talking about the gospel of Jesus Christ.  The Good 

News that the poor are set free, the hungry are fed, the 

homeless have a roof over their heads, and all are loved by 

God. We can be transformed by the grace and love of Jesus 

Christ. Those who hate can be disarmed by God’s love, but 

only if we share it with them. 


	 




I want to share with you a prayer by my friend, Margaret 

Aymer Oget. She is a professor of New Testament at Austin 

Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Texas.  


	 She says:


For every pastor, rabbi, imam, chaplain of all stripes and 

other caregivers who will have to pick up the pieces in 

Charlottesville tomorrow and going forward...


For every movement leader who still lives there and will have 

to face threats in the coming days...


For every professor at UVA who will have to make sense of 

these last few days while teaching biochemistry, physics, 

humanities, and all other manner of classes...




For those who have been injured and those who have died...


For this nation that we may once and for all confess, repent, 

and tell the truth about the white supremacist sin that 

threatens to destroy us all...


Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.




I'd like for us to enter now into a few moments of prayer:


Let us pray: I’ll begin with a few moments of silence:


O God as we face the fear of nuclear war, and the fear of the 

white supremacist in our back yard, as we face the fear of our 

lives being torn apart by war and pain, we ask for your 

presence with us.  We ask that you take that fear and turn it 

into showers of your love and grace, that we may become 

strong in the face of destruction and pain, that we may share 

the love of Jesus with our neighbors and the world, and that 

we may know that love, your love does indeed conquer all, 

through your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.


